The Story of British Diplomacy
England not to insist on the withdrawal by Louis of his grandson, Philip V. of Spain, in favour of the Archduke Charles, who became emperor before the Utrecht conferences opened. When, in the January of 1711, Great Britain suggested the meeting at Utrecht, she would have been making merely an academic proposal, unless she had been prepared to offer France terms on which a great nation and a proud monarch could, without sacrifice of their honour, have seconded the British movements in the direction of compromise. It had already become clear that the chief ostensible object of the war, that of keeping a Bourbon prince from the Spanish throne, must be sacrificed. It was also plain that to push the humiliation of Louis XIV. too far would be to risk the wreck of the whole negotiations. The French king must not be asked to sue for peace from conquerors; it was enough that he should take part in the arrangements for its conclusion on equal terms with the neighbouring Powers. Practically the secret preliminaries, already settled in London, had secured the peace before the conferences at Ultrccht commenced. Louis XIV. saved his honour by England's acceptance of his grandson as Sovereign of Spain. England secured the French recognition of the Hanoverian dynasty, the cession of Minorca, of Gibraltar, of Newfoundland and a great increase of her territories on the North American continent
"The Treaty of Utrecht" is an expression with a twofold meaning; used in different senses the words are at once popular and inexact or technically accurate, The entire group of international compacts whose scene was the old Dutch town, in the second decade
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